
Citizens of Vergennes and Surrounding Communities, 

In the period of one month, our day to day lives have been altered dramatically by the onset of the 

COVID-19 virus.  This situation has caused great concern and fear in our communities, especially 

amongst our elderly and health-compromised citizens.  During these challenging times, we must try to 

remain calm and prepare for an unknown duration of time of significant disruption in our lives.  This 

situation is unlike anything we have seen before, but we will get through it. 

If each of us do our part and follow the guidelines being provided by our state and federal 

government, we stand a much better chance of minimizing the impact of this disease.  We owe it to 

ourselves and each other to work together, as Vermonters and Americans do best when times are 

tough, and we face difficult challenges.  We can and will beat this disease.  Our local, state and federal 

governments are working hard to turn the corner on this issue.  We must support them as best as we 

can.  There are tough times ahead to be sure, but we may be able to minimize the impact of them if 

we just do our part individually.  Please take the recommended precautions seriously.  Not only your 

health but others health depends on it. 

If you have family members who are elderly or have compromised health conditions, you must help 

them through this period.  They will be scared and maybe unsure of what the future will bring.  

Reassurance to them would help immeasurably.  If we know of elderly or those who have 

compromised health conditions and do not have immediate family in the area, we must make sure 

they are also taken care of.  We will be providing a list of service providers who can and will help 

them.  We will also be enlisting the help of the religious community to help identify and care for folks 

who may be experiencing difficulties in dealing with the requirements of day-to-day life during this 

period.      

The local governments of Vergennes, Ferrisburgh, Waltham, Panton and Addison, as well as New 

Haven, have begun to form a local network to provide guidance and assistance to their citizens during 

this period.  As information becomes available from the federal or state level, this information will be 

passed along on this site.  This network will provide information via two methods, the internet and 

phone.  Initially, it was determined the most critical and immediate services needed would be health 

care, food and child-care.  This list of services information may be expanded as we progress through 

this situation.  The website for this information is: vergennes.org under the tab of: COVID-19. The 

phone number for information is: 802-877-2841.  Someone will be available to assist you Monday -

Friday during the hours of 8:00 to 4:00 p.m.  

HEALTH CARE:  

Is a primary public service function. The manner of which services are provided undoubtably will be 

affected.  Websites and information will be available on the City of Vergennes website: vergennes.org, 

to those with questions or concerns.  

FOOD:  

There will be three sources of food available to both children and the elderly.  Starting Friday, 20 

March 2020, breakfast and lunch meals will be provided by the ANWSD, only along established 

ANWSD bus routes, to children in need of breakfast and lunch meals.  Buses will also be prepositioned 



at designated times and locations where kids can pick up breakfast and lunch meals.  Information on 

locations and times will be posted by the school district by Thursday and we should have them on the 

City of Vergennes website as well. 

Starting tomorrow, 18 March 2020, and each day Monday through Friday, from 11:30-12:30, the 

Vergennes Boys and Girls Club Meals for All program will be running.  A meal will be available to 

seniors and children, which may be picked up at the club or delivered to a home.  Orders must be 

submitted by calling the Vergennes Boys and Girls Club at 802-870-7199, or by going onto the 

Vergennes Boys and Girls Club Facebook page, or the Vergennes Boys and Girls Club website at: 

bgcvergennes.org. 

CHILD CARE: 

Will be another challenge during the time of school closures.  We are working with service 

organizations to address child-care requirements.   

We are also asking people who wish to volunteer their services, whether it is to provide rides or some 

sort of assistance to those in need, to call Jill Strube at the Vergennes Boys and Girls Club, 802-870-

7199.  She will be compiling a list of volunteers who will be directed to those in need. 

Local government first responder services, as well as department of public works services, will not 

change.  Municipal offices may have modified service availability from town to town. 

If you have questions, concerns or suggestions, please call us.  As always, I can be reached at 802-877-

1152 or 802-343-5010.  My email address is: george.merkel@vermont.gov. 

We ask you to stay calm, be prepared, stay informed and be patient.  We will get through this.  Take 

care of your families and one another.  That is what we do as Vermonters and Americans.  That is 

what makes our community special!  We are proud to be part of it! 

Stay Safe and May God Bless You! 

Chief Merkel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


